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Prashant Shah has a busy criminal practice, and both prosecutes and defends in the Crown Court. He also accepts instructions in the Magistrates’
Court and in the Youth Court.

Appointed as a CPS Level 2 panel advocate, Prashant regularly prosecutes cases involving serious violence, weapons offences, dishonesty, and drug
supply. His prosecution practice emphasises the principles of fairness and reasonableness, while his growing defence practice can be characterised by
robustness in his advice to clients and rigour in his defence of them.

Prashant accepts instructions in all areas of criminal law. He has a developing interest in wildlife crime and animal law.

Prior to pupillage, Prashant worked as a paralegal at a leading criminal defence firm, where he managed a busy caseload across the spectrum of
criminal law while also qualifying as an accredited police station representative.

Expertise

Public Prosecutions

Notable Public Prosecutions cases

R v LK – St Albans Crown Court

Prosecuted a man concerned in the supply of cocaine, having been linked to an address at which over 30kg of cocaine were seized. Read more:

https://www.whtimes.co.uk/news/25490261.hatfield-drug-dealer-jailed-cocaine-weapons-offences/

R v AS – Ipswich Crown Court

Prosecuted a man concerned in the supply of cocaine and heroin in Ipswich. Unanimously convicted of all offences by the jury after a 4-day trial. Read
more:
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https://www.ipswichstar.co.uk/news/25308148.london-drug-dealer-sentenced-eight-years-ipswich/

R v DD – Cambridge Crown Court

Prosecuted a man charged with inflicting grievous bodily harm, having attacked a fellow prisoner at HMP Peterborough and leaving him in a coma for
four weeks. Guilty plea entered on day of trial. Read more:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvgvrdg1jnqo

R v ZD – Cambridge Crown Court

Prosecuted a convicted murderer who assaulted two prison officers at HMP Whitemoor, causing ABH injuries to one. His two co-defendants, also
convicted murderers, had both pleaded guilty. Unanimously convicted by the jury of all offences following a 4-day trial. Read
more:https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c0l01y90rzeo

R v NP – Snaresbrook Crown Court

Prosecuted a man accused of strangling his wife in front of his children and further assaulting her and committing ABH a few weeks later, again in front
of his children who were hurt as they tried to intervene. Convicted by the jury of intentional strangulation, ABH, and assault by beating after an 8-day
trial.

R v IE – Aylesbury Crown Court

Prosecuted a man who used an alloy wheel to smash his way into his former partner’s address, where he attacked his former partner and her friend
while their young children were present. He then attacked the police officers who came to arrest him. Convicted by the jury following a 4-day trial.

Criminal Defence

Notable Criminal Defence cases

R v SC – Bournemouth Crown Court

Represented a man at sentence for fraudulent trading. Prashant’s client was part of a gang of rogue traders who defrauded a vulnerable man in his 70s
out of more than £36000. Prashant’s client and one of his co-defendants were held by the judge to have jointly played a leading role in the enterprise.
Despite being held equally responsible, Prashant’s client was sentenced to 3 years 7 months’ imprisonment, while his co-defendant received a sentence
of 6 years 3 months’ imprisonment.

R v CH – Croydon Crown Court

Prashant’s client had been charged with intentional strangulation. On the day of trial, following representations made by Prashant, the prosecution
offered no evidence. The defendant fell to be sentenced for an offence of ABH for which he had already pleaded guilty. Prashant secured a sentence of
7 days’ imprisonment, which was deemed served.

CPS v DM – Ealing Magistrates’ Court

Prashant represented a young mother of good character accused of punching, slapping, and using clothing to whip her 8-year-old autistic son in a play
area. This alleged incident had been seen by a number of other parents. Prashant cross-examined the prosecution witnesses, highlighting their
inconsistencies and putting to them CCTV footage that contradicted their account. Prashant’s client was found not guilty after trial.

CPS v LW – St Albans Youth Court
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Prashant represented a 15-year old accused of co-ordinating a targeted campaign of cyberbullying and harassment against one of their peers at
school. Following representations made by Prashant, the offence was withdrawn and an out-of-court disposal was offered instead.

Memberships

The Honourable Society of the Inner Temple

Appointments

CPS Panel Advocate – Grade 2

Education

Bar Professional Training Course, The University of Law
Graduate Diploma in Law, The University of Law
BA Classics, Lady Margaret Hall, The University of Oxford
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